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is being subjected to invasion, her towns are under
bombardment and Dantzig is being made the subject of a
unilateral settlement by force. His Majesty's Govern-
ment will, as stated yesterday, be bound to take action
unless the German forces are withdrawn from Polish
territory. They are in communication with the French
Government as to the limit of time within which it would
be necessary for the British and French Governments to
know whether the German Government were prepared to
effect such a withdrawal."
Mr. Chamberlain then added with energy:
" If the German Government should agree to withdraw
their forces, then His Majesty's Government would be
willing to regard the position as being the same as it was
before the German forces crossed the Polish frontier."
Could a more conciliatory spirit have been brought to the
examination of Signor Mussolini's proposal ? Hitler
assuredly brought much less, since the suggestion of his
Axis partner, as Sir Archibald Sinclair very justly pointed
out at this same sitting of the House, had : " At any rate
caused no delay in the advance of the German army.11
Likewise it was scarcely possible to be more frank. The
joint Anglo-French note was not an ultimatum, but it did
demand a speedy reply. During the course of September
2nd, as Mr. Chamberlain announced in the Commons, the
two Governments were in communication on the subject
of the limit of time to be allowed to the German Govern-
ment, beyond which silence would be considered as a refusal.
At no time was there a shadow of official French
reticence about the necessity of this time limit. If such
did exist it was only in secret thoughts, for in no document
or conversation was it expressed. The only divergence of
opinions was over the exact date of the time limit.
Mr. Chamberlain, strong in the knowledge of the
tendency developing in the Commons and in the public
mind, and convinced that Germany had definitely chosen
the solution of war, indicated in a telephone conversation